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DISCIPLINE AND SENSES 

HANS GEORG BERGER 

A RETROSPECTIVE 
 

 
 
 

Displayed in the «Spazio mostre», on the first and second floor of Villa Malpensata, 

the exhibition «Discipline and Senses. Hans Georg Berger. A retrospective» 

presents 145 fine black and Silver Gelatin DOP photographs on barytic paper, 

printed from the negatives conserved in the artist's Berlin archive. 

This is the first major retrospective dedicated to Berger, whose entire career, from 

the early 1970s to the present day, is covered in this Lugano project. 

For the occasion, the halls of the noble floors of Villa Malpensata are returned, 

after almost thirty years, to the magic of natural light that fills the architecture, 

highlighting the sophisticated setting. 

Owned by the MUSEC, following the closure of the exhibition, the works will 

constitute one of the most precious chapters of the «Esovisioni» cycle and will be 

presented in other European museums. 

 

Discipline and Senses is the title of the first major retrospective dedicated to the 

German artist Hans Georg Berger, whose photography has always explored both 

intimate and cultural identities. The title unites in a single discourse the profound 

intellectual experiences and research conducted over a period of almost fifty 

years, from the 1970s to the present.  

 

The fil rouge of the project has slowly emerged through a long dialogue with the 

artist. As the curator Francesco Paolo Campione states, "Hans Georg Berger has 

deliberately chosen photography as an existential remedy, as a solid instrument 

to give form to his own identity and to his universe of senses and dreams; it is 

something that alleviates, through art, the suffering generated by a hostile social 

context".  

 

His incessant research has allowed Berger to involve the richness of his own inner 

world. His exploration has thus progressively widened from the intimacy of his 

relationship with the French writer Hervé Guibert (1955-1991), to the social 

dimension of the inhabitants of Rio nell'Elba, and finally, after a long journey 

across Asia, to the representation of Theravāda Buddhism and Shiite Islam. Both 

the journey and the destination are marked by the exercise of a strict intellectual 

discipline that, firstly applied to his own life, has become a language capable of 

capturing the essential features of his reality.  
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Berger's approach is based on the ethical, and not only aesthetic, centrality of the 

photographed object. An extraordinary journey, probably unique, within the field of 

contemporary photography. 

 

The photographic journey is accompanied by a poetic narration and 

counterpointed by a selection of works of art that recall Berger's intellectual 

experience and allow the visitor to experience a highly meditative atmosphere. 

The exhibition ends with a projection of about eighty portraits by Hervé Guibert. 

They reveal an intimate artistic and personal complicity and allow to investigate 

the original substance that fed Berger's entire photographic experience. This 

experience is characterised by the sharing of the image between the 

photographer/subject and the individual and culture/object photographed. 

The catalog, published by Skira, in Italian and English editions, besides the 

reproduction of all the works, comprises thirty concise contributions by artists, 

intellectuals and scientists who shared the parabola of Berger's artistic and 

personal path. 

 

Biographical notes 

Hans Georg Berger was born in Trier in 1951. He studied Philosophy of Religions 

at the University of Munich and at the University of Vermont (USA). At the beginning 

of the '70s he worked as actor, scriptwriter and director of the group Rote Rübe 

and, from 1977 to 1983, as director of the Internationales Festival des Freien 

Theaters in München and co-founder of the Münchener Biennale.  

From the end of the '70s he started working on the renovation of the hermitage of 

Santa Caterina, on the Island of Elba, transforming the ancient Franciscan convent 

into an international art centre and creating a botanical garden dedicated to the 

native flora of the Tuscan Archipelago. Alongside his experience on Elba, in the 

1980s Berger began a series of long-term photographic projects, focusing above 

all on the cultural dimension of ritual and meditation as a source of spiritual 

research. The privileged field of his research and training activities are Laos, 

Thailand and Iran, countries in which he has stayed on several occasions and for 

long periods, weaving an extensive network of relationships which also fostered 

the creation of important international cooperation projects. In the city of Luang 

Prabang, ancient capital of the Kingdom of Lan Xang and, until 1975, residence 

of the King of Laos, Berger founded in the late 1990s the Archive of Buddhist 

Photography with the aim of preserving and enhancing a unique heritage of over 

35,000 images taken by monks from the invention of photography to the end of 

the twentieth century. 

To date, Hans Georg Berger has produced more than forty books and has had 

more than sixty solo exhibitions in all major countries in Europe, the United States, 

Japan, and Southeast Asia. His works are included in the collections of some of 

the most important art museums in the world. 

 

 

 

Lugano, May 11th 2021  
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Lugano (Switzerland), MUSEC | Museo delle Culture (Villa Malpensata, 

Riva Caccia 5/ Via Giuseppe Mazzini 5– Main entrance from the garden). 

13th of May 2021 – 16th of January 2022  

 

Opening hours: 

Daily from 11.00 to 18.00. Closed on Tuesday. 

 

Information:  

Tel. +41(0)866 69 60; info@musec.ch; www.musec.ch  

   Musec Museo culture Lugano       museclugano 

 

Admission fees 

Adults (from 16 y/o): CHF 15.00  

Reduced price (senior; university students; FAI Swiss): CHF 10.00  

Youngsters (6-15 y/o): CHF 5.00  

Schools: CHF 3.00/student + 2 teachers free of charge  

Guided tours  

CHF 150; CHF 120 Guided tours for schools 

 

The ticket is valid both for the exhibition «The Discipline of the Senses» and 

for the other temporary exhibitions at MUSEC, as well as for the highlights 

of the permanent collection. 

 

Reduced prices (non-cumulative)  

Lugano Card, Holiday Card; Ticino Ticket: - 20%  

Musec Mondays: - 30%, on Monday 

Groups: - 10%  

Free of Charge  

Children (0-5 y/o); ICOM; Ass. Swiss Museums (VSM-AMS); Swiss 

Museumpass; Soci Raiffeisen; Swiss Travel Pass  

 

For the Anti-Vid-19 Protection Plan, see the information at (musec.ch) 

 

MUSEC Press Office 

Alessia Borellini, tel. +41(0)58 866 69 67; Cell. +41(0)79 843 74 58 

press@musec.ch; alessia.borellini@musec.ch  

mailto:info@musec.ch
mailto:press@musec.ch
mailto:alessia.borellini@musec.ch


 

4/9 

DISCIPLINE AND SENSES 

HANS GEORG BERGER 

A RETROSPECTIVE 
 

Selection of images for the media 

The images provided may only and exclusively be used in the context of 

reviews or journalistic reporting of the exhibition. Images may not be cropped 

or edited in any way. Each photograph must be accompanied by its own 

caption and the following copyright notice:  

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 

NB High-resolution images available upon request:  

press@musec.ch; +41(0)58 866 6967/60 

 

 

IMG Caption  and copyright 

 

 

 

01. 

Carlo  

Torre Taddei Castelli, 

Nisportino, Isola d'Elba 1995 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger  

 

 

 

 
 

 

02. 

Scirocco (Sirocco) 

Isola d’Elba 1982 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 
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  03. 

Consapevolezza (Awareness) 

Zuccale, Isola d'Elba 1984 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04. 

Agostiniani (Augustinians) 

Eremo di Santa Caterina, Isola 

d’Elba 1990 

 

©2021 Hans Georg Berger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

05. 

L'abbrivio (Momentum) 

Eremo di Santa Caterina, Isola 

d’Elba 1978 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 
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06. 

I colossi di Memnone 

(Memnone Colossus) 

Luxor, Egitto 1984 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 

 

 

07. 

Tjùa  

Vat Pak Khan, Luang Prabang, 

Laos 2000 

 

©2021 Hans Georg Berger  

 



 

7/9 

 

 

 

 

 

08. 

Madre acqua (Mother Water) 

Fiume Khan, Luang Prabang, 

Laos 2000 

 

©2021 Hans Georg Berger 

 

 

09. 

Discussione teologica 

(Theological discussion) 

Qom, Feyzieh, Iran 2003 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 

  

10. 

ʿAmāma  

Madrasa Chahar Baq, Isfahan, 

Iran 2004 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 
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11. 

La bambola di Maria (Maria’s 

Doll) 

Rio nell'Elba, Isola d’Elba 1985 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. 

L'umanità della perfezione (The 

Humanity of perfection) 

Qom, Iran 2003 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 
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L'umanità della perfezione (The 

Humanity of perfection) 

Qom, Iran 2003 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 
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L'umanità della perfezione (The 

Humanity of perfection) 

Qom, Iran 2003 

 

© 2021 Hans Georg Berger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hans Georg Berger Portrait 

© Daniela Zedda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


